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"It cannot be denied that there has been a positive ten- 
dency in Japan to regard military force as a universal pan- 
acea for all international ills. In the past Japan has fre- 
quently had recourse to military force in international 
questions, but the general tendency of the world has now 
changed, since the great war has demonstrated beyond a 
doubt that a strong army and navy can hardly guarantee 
the ascendancy of a country- If military force could satis- 
factorily solve all international questions, such problems as 
the Shantung question and the China boycott would have 
been settled long ago." 

It appears also that Mr. Nagashima, member of the 
Diet, has demanded the establishment of a Foreign Re- 
lations Committee, an innovation indeed. 

But the remarkable thing about the whole situation 
seems to be the wide welcome from the public at large 
and by the press to the views thus expressed against the 
militarists. 



COMPULSORY UNIVERSAL MILITARY 
TRAINING 

The latest formal action by Congress relative to the 
plan to have compulsory universal military training 
of the youth of the United States "side steps" the issue. 
Two factors of the situation have caused this perform- 
ance : the condition of the Treasury and the disinclina- 
tion of the party managers to have any additional com- 
plexity added to an already tangled and disturbed state 
of affairs in a vexing presidential campaign. 

With estimates of the cost of the innovation — in times 
of peace — ranging anywhere from $700,000,000 to 
$1,000,000,000 annually, lawmakers who live in fear of 
irate and already heavily burdened taxpayers, and who 
know from the estimates of expert congressional and 
Treasury officials that the government faces a deficit of 
from three to five billion dollars next year, are not pre- 
pared to back the "militarists" who wish peace conscrip- 
tion. 

As for the politicians, they have begun to hear from 
the farmers, the manual workers, the "intelligentzia," 
the women, and the returned soldiers. The latter, it was 
supposed, would be strong supporters of the project. 
Some" of them are, but more of them are not. Their ex- 
periences in Europe and in the home camps have been 
educational. Like the rank and file of the British and 
French armies, they are "fed up" on war and cannot be 
counted upon for future offensive action or for loyalty 
to a military policy. 

If many of the candidates for the Presidency could 
have their way, they would avoid taking sides on this 
issue now. But the supporters of the candidacy of Gen- 
eral Wood, of the United States Army, do not intend to 
let them evade facing the issue. He does not. He is for 



the plan — body, mind, heart, and soul. They want to 
know whether his rivals are, and they keep writing 
formal letters to the would-be neutrals. 

Their tactics are quite legitimate. We trust that the 
Wood backers will continue to prod until they get some 
positive answers. The electors in this campaign have a 
right to know what the several candidates think. Planks 
in party platforms illuminate the way partly; but it is 
in the man more than in the platform that voters are 
now most interested; for a platform may be ignored or 
forgotten ; but a man of the requisite presidential age 
does not change his spots. If he is a leopard, he remains 
so. 



THE REAL RUSSIA 

Since we last went to press the Russia of the Soviets 
has so strengthened itself in a military way that there 
is no longer any formidable military opposition to it 
within the nation, nor any disposition of the Allied 
Powers further to spend money, supplies, and men in 
aiding elements of the population that resist the Soviet 
control. Nor is this all. Great Britain, Italy, and 
France, to a less degree, have informally, if not formally, 
agreed to quasi-recognition of the State dominated by 
Lenin and Trotsky; and Japan and the United States 
have agreed in this, at least, that they are withdrawing 
troops from Siberia and letting the situation take what 
shape it will along Russian nationalistic lines. 

These governmental decisions, so pregnant with im- 
portance, because pointing toward cessation of internal 
Russian strife and also toward a radical alteration of the 
economic condition of Europe and northern Asia, have 
been arrived at partly because of necessity and partly be- 
cause of the appeals of reason or commercial cupidity. 
The masses of the people in the Allied and Associated 
nations will not support further warfare against the Rus- 
sian masses. Moreover, all latest reports from Russia 
indicate a greater degree of political stability and eco- 
nomic health there than conservative journals and their 
correspondents have been willing to report and admit. 
Last, but not least, the Russian market is vast, and pri- 
ority of entrance into the field means much wealth to the 
pioneer trading nation. 

Having decided no longer to "kick against the pricks," 
Europe has at last agreed to do what she should have 
done years ago, namely, send into Russia a representative 
commission backed with the moral support of the na- 
tions interested. Reliance in part upon the Labor Sec- 
tion of the League of Nations is interesting. Delegates 
so appointed may command treatment from the Soviet 
government that a commission of "intellectuals," pro- 
fessional public officials, or diplomats of the old school 



